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Abstract

The menace of false teachers, as described in 2 Peter 2, poses a significant threat to the
church's existential value and spiritual integrity. Peter, in his second Epistle, vividly
warns against the rise of individuals who distort the truth, exploit believers with
deceptive words, and lead others into destructive heresies. The objective of this paper is
to examine the dangers of false teachers in the church. Using the exegetical and
descriptive methods, the study examines the threat that false teachers pose to the
church then and now. The work underscores that false teachers are characterized by
greed, arrogance, and moral corruption, traits that not only endanger their salvation but
also jeopardize the spiritual well-being of the church community. To address this
growing threat, the church must adopt proactive coping strategies rooted in scriptural
principles such as doctrinal soundness, spiritual discernment, apologetics, fostering a
culture of accountability and holiness, group study of the word, and regular attendance
and participation in church meetings.
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Introduction

Historically speaking, the issue of false teachers has been a recurring theme in Christian
theology and ecclesiastical history (Lucas & Green, 1995). One of the earliest threats to the
early church was the emergence of false teachers whose teachings caused significant harm to
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the Church. False teachers are harmful to the church because they distort foundational truths,
thereby leading some believers astray (Leon-Dufour, 2004). Jesus Christ, the Lord of the
Church, had earlier predicted to His disciples that false teachers would emerge and that they
would arise from their ranks to infiltrate the entire body of the Church (see Matt. 24:11; Mark
11:22, 23). Indeed, soon after Christ's ascension, Peter witnessed the fulfillment of the earlier
prophecy concerning the false prophets. False teachers indeed arose and tried to distort the
doctrines of Jesus Christ and those of his disciples.

Drawing on personal experience, Peter provided a vivid and sober description of these
individuals. In his second epistle, he gives a vivid and sobering description of these individuals
and their activities (2 Peter 2: ff). He also offers insight into their characteristics, methods,
activities, and their ultimate fate. This paper, therefore, examines the menace of false teachers
as outlined in 2 Peter 2 and explores how the contemporary Church can effectively cope with
their influence.

Knowledge of biblical history reveals that false teachers will always arise, just as false prophets
have, and contradict the truth. Prophets in the Old Testament times, for example, Jeremiah 23:
16-40; 28:1-17, predicted the coming of false prophets who would tell the people what they
desire to hear. Peter witnessed false teachers attempting to twist the words of Jesus Christ and
the apostles. He was also confident that false teachers would emerge after the eyewitnesses
had passed away. From Peter's point of view, the Church has no power to stop the emergence
of false teachers and prophets; as a result, what is important to the Church is to devise means
of tackling the menace whenever it arises (Lucas & Green, 1995).

The paper offers biblical strategies on how the contemporary church can navigate the scourge
of false teachers and their teachings, which have remained a threat to the Church's existence.
The authors hope that the coping strategies offered and discussed in this paper will help the
church to identify, isolate, resist, and combat the plague of false teachers within the body of
Christ. False teaching, being an internal attack on the Church, requires discretion and tactics in
dealing with it. The Second Epistle of Peter offers valuable insight into how the menace of false
teachers can be effectively addressed. Next, we shall examine the background and context of
the book.

The Text

2 Peter 2:1 (RSV)

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you,
who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them,
bringing upon themselves swift destruction.

2 Peter 2:2 (RSV)

And many will follow their licentiousness, and because of them the way of truth will be reviled.
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2 Peter 2:3 (RSV)

And in their greed they will exploit you with false words; from of old their condemnation has
not been idle, and their destruction has not been asleep.

2 Peter 2:4 (RSV)

For if God did not spare the angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed
them to pits of nether gloom to be kept until the judgment;

2 Peter 2:5 (RSV)

if he did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven
other persons, when he brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;

2 Peter 2:6 (RSV)

if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction and
made them an example to those who were to be ungodly;

2 Peter 2:7 (RSV)
and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the licentiousness of the wicked
2 Peter 2:8 (RSV)

(for by what that righteous man saw and heard as he lived among them, he was vexed in his
righteous soul day after day with their lawless deeds),

2 Peter 2:9 (RSV)

then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trial, and to keep the unrighteous under
punishment until the day of judgment,

2 Peter 2:10 (RSV)

and especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and despise authority. Bold and
willful, they are not afraid to revile the glorious ones,

2 Peter 2:11 (RSV)

whereas angels, though greater in might and power, do not pronounce a reviling judgment
upon them before the Lord.

2 Peter 2:12 (RSV)
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But these, like irrational animals, creatures of instinct, born to be caught and killed, reviling in
matters of which they are ignorant, will be destroyed in the same destruction with them,

2 Peter 2:13 (RSV)

suffering wrong for their wrongdoing. They count it pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are
blots and blemishes, reveling in their dissipation, carousing with you.

2 Peter 2:14 (RSV)

They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin. They entice unsteady souls. They have hearts
trained in greed. Accursed children!

2 Peter 2:15 (RSV)

Forsaking the right way they have gone astray; they have followed the way of Balaam, the son
of Beor, who loved gain from wrongdoing,

2 Peter 2:16 (RSV)

but was rebuked for his own transgression; a dumb ass spoke with human voice and restrained
the prophet's madness.

2 Peter 2:17 (RSV)

These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm; for them the nether gloom of
darkness has been reserved.

2 Peter 2:18 (RSV)

For, uttering loud boasts of folly, they entice with licentious passions of the flesh men who have
barely escaped from those who live in error.

2 Peter 2:19 (RSV)

They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption; for whatever
overcomes a man, to that he is enslaved.

2 Peter 2:20 (RSV)

For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overpowered, the last state has
become worse for them than the first.

2 Peter 2:21 (RSV)
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For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than
after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them.

2 Peter 2:22 (RSV)

It has happened to them according to the true proverb, The dog turns back to his own vomit,
and the sow is washed only to wallow in the mire.

The Background and Context of the Text

Whereas first Peter encourages Christians facing opposition from the world, an external
onslaught against the church, but three years later, he wrote his second epistle (which contains
his last words) to warn them of the imminent internal attacks which will come in the form of
heresy and complacency (Hodge, 1996; Hartam, 2016). This time, he encourages believers to
hold fast to the non-negotiable fact of the faith, of growing and maturing in the faith and of
rejecting all who would distort the truth. Chapter two of this second letter serves as the core of
this admonition, providing a detailed portrait of these individuals and their destructive impact.
To follow his advice would ensure Christ-honouring individuals and Christ-centred churches.
Peter concludes his brief epistle by explaining why he had written it - to remind Christians of
the words of the prophets and apostles that predicted the coming of false teachers, to give the
reason for the delay in Christ’s return and to encourage them to be wary of heresies and grow
in their faith.

False Teachers and Their Characteristics

Who is a false teacher? A false teacher is a purveyor of false teaching (Green, 1995). A teacher
who deliberately and selfishly distorts and twists biblical truths already established and known
to create division and confusion in the body of Christ is a heretic (Douglas & Tenney, 1987).
They not only deviate from the foundational biblical doctrines but are determined to win
others into their destructive teachings. The dominant use in the New Testament is to signify
sects or people professing opinions that are independent of the truth. However, in the words of
Royalty (2013), the word heresy from which false teacher is derived, comes from the ancient
Greek word hairesis meaning a choice, a school of thought, sect or party, which was itself
derived from the verb haireo which means to choose or prefer one thing over another. The
meaning however changed during the last five centuries when it appears in writing of the
Jewish historian Flavius Josephus and the Acts of the Apostles to designate what we might call
denomination or sects of Judaism to the middle of the 21d century, when Christian writers start
to employ it with the technical sense of incorrect doctrine, religious deviance or error (Muller,
2017). It is this latter meaning that is adopted in this article.

In addition, Erickson & Schweizer (2017) assert that the word "heresy" originates from ancient
Greek philosophical and medical writers, who used the term "haireseis”to denote a coherent
doctrine. However, the Christian Polemicists decided to use the term "heresy" in a pejorative
sense that differed from its earlier Greek usage. Origen, a second-century Theologian, writing
about heretics, asserts that, “All begin by believing, and afterwards depart from the road of
faith and the truth of the Church’s teaching” (David, 1989). Another 2nd Century Church father,
Irenaeus, defines heresy as a deviation from the standard and sound doctrine and those who
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deliberately deviate are termed heretics by the Church (Royalty, 2013). The following are
characteristics of false teachers

a. Deception: False teachers manifest a deceptive nature. In 2 Peter 2:1, Peter describes them as
teachers who introduce “destructive heresies.” Their teachings are described as deceptive
because they often appear to be true, which makes them particularly dangerous. “Pareisago”, a
Greek term which implies a stealthy introduction of ideas that deviate from Orthodox faith, is
what Peter used to describe them (Lucas & Green, 1995). According to them, heresy is always a
variant or opinion. What heretics do is that they secretly smuggle or introduce their new ideas
into the body of Christian truth to deceive the gullible.

b. Blasphemy and Greed: False teachers are notorious for exploiting their victims with “false
words” (2 Peter 2:3) and are motivated by greed. Their conduct often involves blasphemy,
irreverence towards God, and disdain for spiritual truths (2 Peter 2:10).

c. Moral Depravity: False teachers lead a life that is characterized by moral depravity. They are
described as indulging in lustful desires, despising authority, and behaving arrogantly (2 Peter
2:2,10). Their overall action reveals a lack of spiritual transformation.

d. Manipulation: false teachers prey on the vulnerable, using manipulations to exploit others
for personal gain (2 Peter 2:14). Their seductive promises lead others into spiritual and moral
ruin.

Operational Methods of False Teachers
False teachers employ tactics to deceive others. Such tactics include:

a. Exploitation of Scripture: False teachers often have their agendas; as a result, they usually
twist Scripture to fit their purposes. This is a well-known hallmark of false teachers. Also, they
selectively interpret scriptural passages to justify their actions or promote their ideology.

b. Charismatic appeal: Often, false teachers possess a charismatic personality that enables them
to attract followers. Their persuasive words and speech, along with their confident demeanour,
mask their underlying motives. According to Green (1995), it is not strange to see that the most
dangerous heretic has many followers.

c. Targeting the vulnerable: false teachers always seek out those who are weak in faith or lack
discernment, capitalizing on their naivety (2 Peter 2:18).

Case Studies of False Teachers in Church History
Here is a detailed exploration of case studies of prominent false teachers in church history,
their teachings, and their impacts.

Case study 1: Arius and Arianism (3¢ -4th Century)
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Arius, a presbyter from Alexandria, is one of the most infamous figures in early church history
for his teachings that denied the full divinity of Christ (Papendrea, 2011). He argued that the
Father created the Son and thus is not co-eternal or consubstantial with Him. The main thrust
of his teaching was that the Father created Jesus Christ, having a beginning (Edwards, 2013).
This position implies that there existed a time when Christ was not. Secondly, he insisted that
Christ was subordinate to God the Father, which means that Christ and God are not equal. The
above subtle but destructive teachings of Arius generated a swift response from the church.
Following this, the first Council of the church was held at Nicaea in 325 AD (Evans, 2003;
Schaff, 2001). The Nicaean Council, as it was later called, condemned Arianism as heretical and
produced the Nicene Creed, affirming the full divinity and consubstantiality of the Son with the
Father. Arianism persisted in various forms and influenced groups like the Goths and Vandals.
Despite its condemnation, it caused significant divisions in the church for centuries.

Case study Two: Pelagius and Pelagianism (4t -5t Century)

Pelagius was a British Monk who was branded a heretic due to his position on original sin. He
rejected the Church doctrine of original sin, instead emphasizing human free will and the
ability to achieve salvation without divine grace (Leon-Dufour, 2004). His core teaching was
that human nature is inherently good and not tainted by Adam’s sin. He argued further that
Christians can achieve righteousness by their efforts without the aid of divine grace. In
addition, Pelagius denied the doctrine of predestination, holding that everyone is responsible
for their action. These theological positions were offensive to the Church; as a result, the
Council at Carthage (418 AD) condemned Pelagianism as heresy (McGrath, 2009).

In addition, St. Augustine of Hippo, in his defence of the faith, refuted Pelagianism, emphasizing
the necessity of divine grace for salvation. Pelagius' teachings generated a serious theological
debate, making the clarification of the doctrine of grace and original sin an urgent matter
(Leon-Dufour, 2004). Despite the efforts of St. Augustine and other Church fathers, the
heretical teachings of Pelagius did not disappear completely; instead, they mutated into various
versions. Semi-Pelagianism, a modified version of Pelagianism, persisted and was later
addressed at the Second Council of Orange (529 AD).

Case Study 3: Nestorius and Nestorianism (5t Century)

Another heretical teacher worthy of mention is Nestorius, a church father of the patristic era.
Nestorius, Patriarch of Constantinople, rejected the title " 7heotokos" (God-bearer) for Mary
and taught a Christological position that effectively divided Christ into two persons: one divine
and one human (Bonner, 1999, 1989; Ehrman, 2003). The early church perceived Mary, the
mother of Christ, as “Theotokos”, which implies Mother of God. This was arrived at following
the agreement of the early church about the deity of Christ. In addition, the church had
concluded that both divine and human nature were united in Christ. However, in response to
these theological positions, Pelagius, a well-respected Patriarch, rejected both, insisting that
the right title for Mary should be “Christotokos” (bearer of Christ) instead of “7Theotokos”
(Ehrman, 2003; Obielosi, 2020). Concerning the dual nature of Christ, he held that both natures
were not united but existed separately in Christ. In response to Nestorius, the church was
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disappointed with his position; as a result, he was branded a heretic, deposed and exiled. The
Council of Ephesus (431 AD) condemned Nestorianism and affirmed her earlier belief in the
hypostatic union-the union of Christ’s two natures in one person.

Case Study 4: Marcion and Marcionism (2" Century)

Maricon of Sinope was a popular Theologian during the 2rd Century AD. However, he ended up
as a heretic due to certain doctrinal controversy in which he was entangled. He developed a
theology that rejected the Old Testament and created his canon, consisting of edited versions of
Luke and Paul's letters. The core of his teaching was the duality of God (McGrath, 1989;
Cunningham, 2006). He insisted that the God of the Old Testament was different from the God
of the New Testament. According to him, the God of the Old Testament is a lesser, wrathful
deity distinct from the loving God of the New Testament. In addition, he taught that Christ was
not truly incarnate but only appeared to have a physical body (Docetism) (Cunningham, 2006).
The impact of Marcionism on the church was enormous. It forced the early church to define its
canon of scripture more rigorously. Marcionism was widely condemned but persisted for
centuries. Eventually, Marcion was excommunicated by the Church in 144 AD. Thereafter, the
Church emphasized the unity of the Old and New Testaments, the unity of God and the full
humanity of Christ.

Case Study 5: Montanus and Montanism (2" Century).

Montanus was a charismatic church leader who claimed to be a prophet who received direct
revelations from the Holy Spirit, leading to a movement that emphasized ecstatic prophecy and
strict moral discipline (Bauckham, 1983; Schreiner, 2003). His core teaching was belief in
ongoing, direct revelation from the Holy Spirit, even superseding apostolic teachings. Strict
asceticism, including fasting and prohibitions on marriage, was emphasized. Montanus'
extreme ascetism and teaching had great impact on the church. It highlighted the need for
discernment of spiritual experiences within the church. It also foreshadowed later charismatic
movements (Royalty, 2013; Hanson, 2007). The movement was condemned as heretical by
several synods in the 2nd century. Emphasis was placed on the sufficiency of apostolic
revelation in Scripture.

These case studies demonstrate how heretical teachings have often arisen from
misunderstandings of Scripture or inadequate attempts to address theological questions. They
have prompted the church to define and defend orthodox doctrine more clearly. Today, the
contemporary church in Africa is greatly challenged by the various waves of doctrines. While it
was easy for the early church to decisively address the challenge of heretics owing to the
church being under a common leadership, in modern-day Africa, there are a thousand and one
denominations with a plurality of biblical teachings. This has made heresy thrive almost
unabated. However, regardless of the multiplicity of denominations, the need for church
leaders to be grounded in Scripture cannot be overstated.
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Consequences of False Teaching

False teaching has done great damage to the body of Christ, from the beginning of the apostolic
era to contemporary times. The consequences are twofold: its effect on the Church and its
impact on the purveyors of false teaching. The foremost effect of false teaching on the church is
that it creates confusion in the minds of members. Mature Christians may be able to identify,
interact with, and resist any teaching that contradicts the gospel truth. At the same time, young
believers and those who are immature may not have that capacity, thereby falling victim to
false teachers.

Fractionalization of the congregation: False teaching is capable of dividing the church into
several groups. The reason is that some people are likely to reject the new teaching, which is
considered heretical, while others may readily adopt and assimilate it. Still, one may find yet
another group of persons who are neither in support nor against the heresy.

Disunity in the body of Christ. False teaching often fosters disunity within the church. It makes
it difficult for the church to agree on a single subject matter; as a result, there are likely to be
dissenting voices standing in opposition to each other. This makes it difficult for a church to
determine a unified code of conduct. Since the church has become divided, opinions, doctrine,
and practice will always differ. False lifestyle becomes the order of the day.

On the other hand, the consequences of false teaching are dire for those who teach falsely.
Peter vividly describes the judgment awaiting false teachers. Their actions will lead them to
“swift destruction” (2 Peter 2:1). The false teachers in the days of Peter were likened to “spring
without water” and “mists driven by a storm” (2 Peter 2:17). These images underscore their
emptiness and instability. Ultimately, their fate is one of eternal condemnation, underscoring
the severity of their transgression.

Contemporary challenges

The menace of false teachers has persisted in the church of Christ to the present day. The
contemporary church faces unique challenges in dealing with false teachings. Prominent
among the challenges include:

False teachers are using social media, Television, and other internet platforms to widen their
visibility. The introduction of social media platforms has increased the reach of false teachers
to a broader audience. While genuine individuals strive to maximize their social media
presence to reach the entire world, false teachers also attempt to utilize social media to
disseminate their heretical teachings. Many modern pastors have found social media,
Television, and other online platforms beneficial and veritable tools in reaching out to a
broader audience. False teachers are also using the same opportunity to advance and
propagate their false teaching. This makes discernment inevitable.

Relativism and pluralism: The world has become so pluralized today that it has become very
difficult to situate what is right or wrong. There are cultural trends that reject absolute truth,
making it more challenging to uphold biblical doctrines.
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The challenges of the prosperity gospel and materialism: The prosperity gospel, which was
previously widely propagated in Africa, has now been declared a false teaching. False teachers
hiding under the cloak of the prosperity gospel have infiltrated the churches in Africa and taken
advantage of numerous Christians who are in the church to seek miracles, power, and sudden
riches. The allure of wealth and success, therefore, fuels the popularity of teachings that
prioritize gain over spiritual growth.

The Church Coping Strategy
The presence of false teachers necessitates a proactive response from the Church. Drawing
from 2 Peter and other biblical texts, several strategies emerge to address this challenge.

a. Grounding in Sound Doctrine: The most effective defence against false teaching is a deep
understanding of biblical truth (MacArthur, 2005). The Apostle Paul emphasizes the
importance of Scripture in 2 Timothy 3:16-17, highlighting its role in teaching, rebuking,
correcting, and training in righteousness (Obielosi, 2020). It takes a biblically literate and
discerning Christian and church to decipher and address the menace of false teachers (Stott,
1999). According to Carsson & Moo (2005), the early church was able to survive the attack of
false teachers because it was grounded in sound doctrine. The same is true throughout the
church age, even though all the steps taken to address false teaching may not be the best
approach. Unfortunately, the contemporary church in Africa is weak in biblical knowledge.
Many pastors lack adequate training and grounding in exegesis and hermeneutics, thereby
creating a fertile ground for false teaching to thrive (Hartam, 2016; Obielosi, 2020). As a
strategy in dealing with heresy, Churches must prioritize biblical literacy through:

@® Expository Preaching: Systematic teaching of Scripture helps believers understand its
context and application. The church does not need preaching. What she needs is
teaching. Those who are already in the church need expository teaching to understand
and apply Christian doctrine correctly.

@ Bible Study Groups: Regular and organized Bible study is a necessity for any church to
survive the scourge of heretics. Members should be reshuffled into smaller groups to
provide every member with the opportunity to learn from one another. Small groups
foster communal learning and accountability, enabling members to discern truth from
error.

® Catechism and Theological Training: Providing structured instruction in core doctrines
equips believers to identify and refute heresies (Migliore, 2004; Geisler, 1998). Various
denominations should ensure that their theological training adequately prepares
church leaders to confront and defeat false teaching using sound theological knowledge.

b. Spiritual discernment: Spiritual discernment is the ability to perceive God’s wisdom and
make sound judgment based on that wisdom (Hodge,1996). It involves listening to the Holy
Spirit and making choices that align with God’s will (1 John 1:4; Phil. 1:9-10). Discernment is a
critical skill for identifying false teachers (Muller, 2017). This involves seeking the guidance of
the Holy Spirit to distinguish truth from error (see John 16:13). It also entails making
deliberate efforts to evaluate sermons, messages, teachings, and exhortations to determine
whether they align with the word of God (sound doctrine). An example of this exercise was
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demonstrated in the Bible by the Church in Berea. Berean Christians always returned home to
cross-check whether what was taught is in agreement with the truth of the scripture (see Acts
17: 11). Spiritual discernment also entails awareness of red flags. That is, the ability to
recognize the presence of certain negative traits, such as greed, moral laxity, and doctrinal
deviation, within the Church. These traits are precursors to heresy. The ability to recognize and
deal with these traits will surely help believers avoid deception.

¢. Accountability and Church Discipline: If there is no mechanism to check the presence of false
teaching, the church may be destroyed from within. As a result, the church must from time to
time establish mechanisms to address false teaching within its ranks. This could be achieved
through leadership oversight. One of the primary responsibilities of church elders is to guard
and defend the church against wolves (false teachers) who may infiltrate with their deceptive
messages (Acts 20:28-30). Church leaders, such as Bishops, General Overseers, and Pastors,
must ensure that the preaching and teaching materials of the church are regularly audited to
ensure they are all in tandem with the truth. With this in place, it will be very easy to identify
and tackle any form of falsehood in the body of Christ. In addition, by following the principles in
Matthew 18:15-17, false teachers who refuse to repent should be confronted and, if necessary,
removed from leadership roles to protect the congregation from adulteration.

d. Promoting a culture of holiness: Another way of combating the emergence of false teaching
in the church is for the church to promote a culture of holiness. Christians who desire to be
drawn closer to God and are ready to live according to biblical standards are less susceptible to
the influence of false teachers. This implies that any church where holiness is undermined is
prone to heretical teaching and practices. Personal and group sanctification can be achieved
through

e. Promoting a Culture of Holiness: A Church characterized by holiness is less susceptible to the
influence of false teachers. Encouraging personal and communal sanctification through an
accountability relationship. That is, everyone becomes accountable to one another and
supports one another in attaining the desired standard of holiness. Regular attendance and
participation in the church’s fellowship can help to strengthen the collective faith of the church.
Finally, modelling integrity and moral uprightness counters the corrupt influence of false
teachers.

f. Raising and Engaging Apologetics: The defence of the faith is a serious business, and it serves
as an antidote to the rising of heresy. Therefore, the ability to defend the faith is vital in
countering false teachings. Apologetic involves ensuring that believers are thoroughly
equipped through regular training in the Word of God. This will enable them to articulate their
faith properly and respond effectively to challenges of heresy. Additionally, the church should
be mindful of cultural issues and trends. Understanding. Understanding contemporary issues
and how they intersect with biblical truth ensures relevance in addressing false ideologies.

Conclusion
The menace of false teachers, as outlined in 2 Peter 2, remains a pressing issue for the Church.
Their deceptive methods and moral corruption threaten the spiritual health of believers and
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the integrity of Christian witness. However, by grounding itself in sound doctrine, fostering
discernment, and promoting holiness, the Church can effectively counter this threat. Historical
lessons and contemporary strategies provide a framework for vigilance and action, ensuring
that the Church remains faithful to its calling in a world rife with deception. Through reliance
on Scripture and the power of the Holy Spirit, believers can stand firm against the influence of
false teachers and continue to uphold the truth of the gospel.

The seriousness and swiftness with which the early church fathers responded to heresy are
commendable steps in the right direction. Admittedly, the early church fathers, in their efforts
to prosecute false teachers, may have erred in one way or another, but what is worthy of
emulation is that they were very proactive in tackling whatever was considered heretical. As
mentioned earlier, one advantage the early church fathers had was that the church was
geographically and ecclesiastically united under one leadership. This made it possible to
address issues of utmost importance, such as heresy and arrive at a conclusion. In contrast, the
modern-day church in Africa has been fragmented into various blocs and denominations,
lacking a central authority that can adjudicate matters on behalf of all the denominations.
However, the Bible remains the authentic standard by which to measure all theological and
ecclesiastical matters. Correct and adequate knowledge and application of the Bible is the
beginning of winning the war against heretics.
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